Low-grade B-cell lymphoma of mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue type in Waldeyer's ring.
Amongst a total of 329 cases of low-grade B-cell lymphoma of Waldeyer's ring, we identified 12 cases that corresponded histomorphologically to low-grade B-cell lymphoma of mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT) type. These lymphomas are characterized by an extrafollicular growth pattern, often with a marginal zone-like arrangement, and by the centrocyte-like morphology of the tumour cells. They have not been described previously in this location. They predominantly affected the palatine tonsil. Ten cases were primary lymphomas of Waldeyer's ring. In two cases there was a simultaneous high-grade component. Two cases showed regional spread to cervical lymph nodes, but there was no widespread nodal involvement at the time of diagnosis. Immunohistochemically, all cases displayed B-cell markers and light chain restriction. Tropism of tumour cells for the epithelium was a consistent finding. In two cases involvement of Waldeyer's ring was secondary; in one of them the primary tumour was a gastric low-grade B-cell lymphoma of MALT type and in the other a high-grade B-cell non-Hodgkin's lymphoma of the stomach. These findings indicate that low-grade B-cell lymphomas of MALT type occurring in Waldeyer's ring should be included amongst the tumours of the MALT system. We surmise that in Waldeyer's ring such tumours are derived from the marginal zone, as has already been postulated for similar gastric tumours.